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is very characteristic of the poet who often reaches the heights of horror and tragic emotion as for example in the cemetery scene. The ease with which he manages the long and complex plot shows the great-constructive skill of the dramatist.
Bhavabhuti possesses great force of expression end high poetic fervour, but he has not the simplicity and the directness of Kalidasa. Long compounds are very frequent and are sometimes indecent and inappropriate, as for example in the Prakrit speech of Lavangika, an attendant maid. Bhavabhuti is interested in the sublime and majestic aspects of Nature while Kalidasa is attracted by the delicate aspects of it. Bhavabhuti is often too profuse in expression and he fully expresses what Kalidasa would only suggest. Kalidasa excels in the treatment of love but Bhavabhuti is better in the heroic and the pathetic sentiments. (Vide Appendix A-26,) There are important points of contrast between Bhavabhuti and other dramatists. The character of the Jester is conspicuously absent in his plays and the comic or witty element finds a very insignificant^place. «• While all the other poets dwell on the mild and delicate aspects of the beauties of Nature, Bhavabhuti depicts her grand and sublime aspects, doubtless owing to the influence on his mind of the 'southern mountains of his native land. The poet is skilful not only "in drawing characters inspired by tender and noble sentiments but in giving effective expression to depth and force of human passion."